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Twynham School Learning Gateway 2007 -2010  
 

Twynham School is an international leader in the use of SharePoint in an educational context. A 

1600+ Secondary school in Christchurch UK, since 2007 we have utilised a large range of out of the 

box features within SharePoint 2007 and combined these with wide ranging customisations to our 

Twynham Learning Gateway. The result has been a powerful collaboration platform which allows 

students, staff and parents to: work efficiently; develop independent and inter-dependence in their 

learning strategies, and support children in achieving their full potential.  

 

Why an e-book? 

In early 2008 the systems team at Twynham School wrote a guide to the work we were doing with 

our Learning PlaǘŦƻǊƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŘŦΩ. This showed all our early work in the 

first year and along with speaking at dozens of conferences has led to over 800 schools contacting us 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŘŦΩ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǾŜry out of date!  

As well as this, March 22nd 2010 is our three year anniversary of working with SharePoint as a 

Learning Platform and to mark the event I have written up everything we have done in the last three 

years to produce an e-book. With the launch of SharePoint 2010 being just two months away it 

makes sense to record everything we managed to do with SharePoint 2007. 

What the e-book is and is not 

The main aim of the book is to give an overview of the development of our Learning Gateway over 

the last three years. It is not intended to give a detailed account of how and why we did everything. 

A version with all this detail would be over 100 pages and is perhaps a proposition for another time. 

The e-book is also not very text heavy but contains over 60 screenshots and is only 6,000 words so it 

ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŀ ǊŜŀŘΦ 

How to find out more? 

For more detail on anything in the e-book you can read my blog www.sharepointineducation.com 

which contains all the detail on our work. You can also get along to one of the conferences we 

regularly speak at or get in touch with us directly. We have visits on a weekly basis or we can arrange 

a live meeting or even visit your school. 

Contact details   

You can contact me by email at mike.herrity@twynhamschool.com or call 01202 495724. If you are 

so inclined and use twitter please feel free to link up with me @mikeherrity. I hope you find the 

ideas and examples in the e-book useful and look out for the free web part on page 43. 

 

Twynham School won the BECTA ICT Excellence Award in 2008 for learning 

Beyond the Classroom and works with over 400 schools internationally to 

support the development of their Learning Platforms. 

http://www.sharepointineducation.com/
mailto:mike.herrity@twynhamschool.com
http://www.twitter.com/mikeherrity
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Chapter One- The Staff Gateway 
 

The Staff Gateway is built with functionality and efficiency in mind. One of the key pieces of 

feedback from teachers is frustration at the time it takes to get access to data and confusion at the 

number of systems they have to use. As a result we have built a simple and intuitive interface where 

access to data and resources is always available within 3 clicks.  
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Top Navigation  
 

Where possible icons are used to create a more visual interface and the icon bar allows staff to get 

to their most used resources instantly. Above the icon bar are quick links to related sites which staff 

have access to dependant on their permission level.  

 

¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴ ōŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψaȅ 5ŀǘŀΩ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŘǊƻǇŘƻǿƴǎ to data which 

teachers will use on a daily basis. The most frequent feedback we get from teachers about using 

data is if they could use one system less than the currently do (and ideally not at all) it is the MIS 

(Management Information System). My data allows teachers to: check the latest attendance of 

students in their classes; identify and target for action students falling below 90% in their tutor 

groups; examine which students in their classes are underperforming compared to their targets; look 

retrospectively at results data for performance management purposes. We will show examples of 

My Tracker/My Results later. Examples of My Registers and My Tutor Group are shown below with 

student names removed. 
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Accessing timetable and class data  
 

Below the quick links, icon and data bars teachers are directly displayed their timetable which shows 

the current teaching day which can be expanded to show a two week view. 

 

From here the teacher can access class data in one click and individual student data in two. Clicking 

on the class name instantly brings up the following page with core data about the students in the 

class. Again student names have been removed. 

 

 
 

 












































































